It is too frequently supposed that the close examination of material realities, and the application of the intellectual faculties to the search for truth in the discovery of their relations and the development of their laws, are antithetically opposed to the exercise of the imaginative powers, and to the enjoyment of those pleasures which are derived from the simple contemplation of beauty. If we look deeply, however, into the tendency of philosophy, we shall pex*ceive that it has much in common with that of poetry. Both are expressions of the desire of the human mind for something more pure, more harmonious, and more complete, than the world around us seems to afford ; and this desire may manifest itself in a variety of ways.?In its highest form it is the source of that longing after immortality which we believe to be peculiar to man, and to be one of those points by which his psychical character maybe distinguished from that of brutes.
Again, it excites that desire for beauty and harmony, which gives rise to the exercise of the imagination in the creation of We should gladly multiply our extracts from this work, did our space permit; but we must content ourselves with recommending it to the attention of our readers, as one from which we are sure that they will derive both gratification and instruction.
